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Owr Fire service Uy being attacked from witihvine These attacks inclunde
the erosion of owr state and federal constututional protections: In
IWinols, wsing public pensions ay a diversion o Uke the political
community hay suwddendy after 40 yeary of manipuwlation of public
fundy, awoke to- the realization that they have been fornd owt:

Ay true politiciany unstead of admitting the poor judgment of “Kicking
the Caww Forwowd’’ and stort to- fux thewr wrong doungs, tiey chose to-
lavnnciv o public relations campoign of misinformation; they have
spent hundireds of thowsands of dollary that cowdd have gone a long
way to- stawrt the repair of Heir shortages and mistakes of tie past:

Enjoying the public support of He citizens of their commumnifiesy and
tHie reputation, honesty and ntfegrity of the past, these community
leaders were able too manipuwlate the media too buy in fo this
misinformation. Article after article have been written Huwuwoughv owt
Huy state misguiding te public U fo- believing that tie structure of tie
Dowwstate Pension Funds were Hhe cause of the wnderfunding of these
frwols

I addifion they accwnsed tie General Assembply of passing o series of
unfunded mandates thot have requived the municipalifiey to- absorh
o unfoinr percentage of the costy associated withv the operational ability
of the funds to- be swstained over a long tfime. When un foct, the
assothLatlons representing the city governments were represented ot He
committee meetingsy asy these were voted ntfor public laws Thelr
testimony, Uf any, was not compelling and Hie laws passed. The changes
were reviewed for economie umpoct ande Uf o umpact woy found that



affected the wwstainability, of Hie fund Hiere was a raise Unv the
employee contripuwtions fo- cover the future needs:

ln addition “Spiking”’ Uy used ay a way for cities to- buy owt employees
andl pasy the cost on to- the pensgion fund. Then they contend that the
funds are misused for Huisy purpose. The cities are the employers, the
city administration hires, fres, and iy responsible for the day to day
operation of the city, the citizens enjoy tive right to- believe that tiese
people are going fo- do- wirat (g U thelr best nterest:

Hutory has shhown that thisy approacihv was sound, however tumes have
changed. It i time for the management of owr cities to- refurn to- the
honest approociv of running the government: Whew yow or your
predacessors make o commitment; yow need to- meet Hiat commitment
and not avold U or manipuwlate Ut so- othver pet projecty can be funded

These opponents of fure and police pension funds keep manipulating
the system v aw effort to- juwstiufy the means to- pay for new- projects:
Early buy ouls, spiking, and wnderfunding only increase the
uwnderfunding of these funds. Maybe Hie administratory should learn to-
say “No*’, after all Hrat Ly Hreln jobp-



